THE METROPOLITAN STATE COLLEGE OF DENVER

Center.for Individualized Learning

INDIVIDUALIZED DEGREE PROGRAM AGREEMENT Between THE METROPOLITAN STATE COLLEGE OF DENVER And THE COMMUNITY COLLEGES OF COLORADO

In accordance with the Colorado Commission on Higher Education (CCHE) policy that Colorado public institutions facilitate the intra-state transfer of students, Metropolitan State College of Denver (MSCD) and the Community Colleges of Colorado (CC of C) enter into this articulation agreement to meet transfer goals and enhance mutual cooperation. 

This agreement addresses the Individualized Degree Program at MSCD and the transfer of students into that program from the Community Colleges of Colorado. It is intended to benefit students who are enrolled in an AA, AS, AGS, or AAS program, or who are taking courses at any CC of C institution. Students may choose to transfer to MSCD either before completion of the associate's degree or after completion of the associate's degree. 

The Individualized Degree Program (IDP) at MSCD is a program that allows students the opportunity to propose their own individually designed major or minor to meet specific educational goals that cannot be met through existing majors or minors described in the MSCD catalog. Either a Bachelor of Arts or a Bachelor of Science degree may be earned through the Individualized Degree Program. An emphasis title is developed to reflect 

each student's specific field of study within the program. All College requirements for the bachelor's degree as described in the MSCD catalog apply. Students develop proposals for their degree programs in collaboration with faculty and the Center for Individualized Learning at MSCD. All Individualized Degree Program majors and 

minors are approved in accordance with the policies that govern the IDP at MSCD. 

While all transferring students are welcome to pursue the Individualized Degree Program at MSCD, two policies have been developed to facilitate the use of community college credit, including occupational and/or vocational credit. Community Colleges of Colorado students may 1) develop a proposal for an Individualized Degree Program major or minor while still enrolled at the community college by meeting the criteria listed below, and/or 2) may, with approval, transfer occupational or vocational credit into an Individualized Degree Program major or minor at MSCD when that credit is appropriate to their proposed program of study. 

1)
PRE-PLANNED INDIVIDUALIZED DEGREE PROGRAM PROPOSAL: 

Students may develop a proposal for an Individualized Degree Program (IDP) major or minor while enrolled at the community college and prior to formal transfer to MSCD. An Individualized Degree Program proposal, if conditionally approved by the faculty mentor, appropriate department chair, dean and the director of the Center for Individualized 

Learning will be formally approved after the student has completed one semester at MSCD with a minimum resident grade point average of 2.5. The student must enroll at MSCD within one year of leaving the community college. (This is in keeping with the MSCD policy that a student transferring from the Community Colleges of Colorado may complete degree requirements using an MSCD catalog in effect while still enrolled at the community college, provided the student was continuously enrolled at the community college, enrolls at MSCD within one year of leaving the community college, and remains continuously enrolled at MSCD. Continuously enrolled is defined as the student having been enrolled at least once during a calendar year. The catalog selected cannot predate the catalog at the time of transfer by more than three years.) 

This assures students who want to plan their degree programs prior to enrollment at MSCD and who want to include courses from the community college in an IDP major or minor that their proposals, if approved as described above, will be honored by MSCD. Community college credit included in the proposal will be accepted as transfer credit as long as the grade earned in the course(s) was C or above. All other policies which govern the transfer of credit from the Community Colleges of Colorado apply. 

2) 
TRANSFER OF OCCUPATIONAL AND TECHNICAL CREDIT INTO AN INDIVIDUALIZED DEGREE PROGRAM MAJOR OR MINOR 

Students who wish to propose an Individualized Degree Program major or minor which builds on technical and/or occupational competencies achieved through occupational and/or technical courses offered by the Community Colleges of Colorado may request the transfer of those courses into their IDP major or minor when those courses are relevant to their proposed program of study. Such credit, when included as part of a formally approved Individualized Degree Program major or minor, will be transferred with the approval of the faculty mentor, the appropriate department chair and dean, and the director of the Center for Individualized Learning. The limit of 64 credits in transfer from two-year institutions applies, and students must earn a minimum grade of C for each course. The credit must be earned at an institution holding full regional accreditation. Credit which is granted as part of an agreement between the community college and a vocational or trade school which does not hold full regional accreditation will not be considered as part of this agreement. 

Students from the Community Colleges of Colorado who transfer in at least 60 credit hours within the provisions of this agreement and within the policies which govern the transfer of all credit from the Community Colleges of Colorado shall have junior status at The Metropolitan State College of Denver. 

This agreement affirms policies that are a part of the MSCD document, "Policies and Procedures for the Development and Approval of an Individualized Degree Program". It shall be the responsibility of the director of the Center for Individualized Learning and the appropriate department chair to ensure that any adjustments or changes in the student's program maintains the academic quality of the student's Individualized Degree Program major or minor and the appropriate use of community college credit within the student's IDP program. 
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